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Introduction 

Edward Curtis (1868-1952) spent more than thirty years of his life on his 
masterwork The North American Indian. By the time the project was completed, 
Curtis and his expedition crews traveled an estimated 10,000 miles throughout 
western North America. They alternated their transportation between trains, 
boats, cars, horses, and human power, often spending months in various Indian 
communities, camps, and gatherings. 

Although The North American Indian credits say “written, illustrated and 
published by Edward S. Curtis”, he was primarily responsible for the photographs 
and the overall look of the publication. Each of the trips documented in the books 
involved a small company of individuals, including guides, interpreters, cooks, 
horse handlers, and camp hands. Much of the ethnological research in the field was 
done by William E. Myers, a former newspaper reporter, and the entire book series 
was edited by Frederick Webb Hodge, Ethnologist-in-Charge at the U.S. Bureau of 
American Ethnology. Throughout the project, dozens of individual Indian leaders 
and hundreds of tribal members participated in staging the events that Curtis 
portrayed. 

In addition to the people involved, each expedition transported an enormous 
amount of equipment, supplies, food, and water. Curtis used a large view camera 
for the portfolio pictures, and each plate had to be developed in a large darkroom 
tent that was carried on their trips. 

In the end, Curtis took an estimated 40,000 exposures, and he and his assistants 
made approximately 10,000 wax cylinder recordings of songs, dances, and 
ceremonies. They also documented hundreds of tribal histories, stories, 
vocabularies, and genealogies for many of the Peoples they met. 

Published in twenty volumes from 1907 to 1930, The North American Indian is 
acknowledged as one of the most important photographic and ethnographic works 
of all time. 

These maps are provided by the Curtis Legacy Foundation as an aid to 
understanding the breadth and the depth of Curtis’s project. They are intended to 
be used as a guide for further research, and we hope they will be freely used by 
scholars, researchers, students, and others interested in this work. 

 

Tim Greyhavens 
The Curtis Legacy Foundation 

 



  



 

About the Maps 

The maps in this document show the general areas where it is thought that Curtis 
visited the Indian Nations, tribes, and bands. The maps are arranged by the volume 
number of The North American Indian, with one map for each volume. 

Curtis did not keep detailed records of where he worked. The locations shown are 
not intended to represent all or a specific part of the territories of a nation, tribe or 
band. All locations are approximate and are relative to the time that Curtis visited 
an area, based on the historical information now available.  

All spellings of nation, tribe, and band names are taken directly from the books 
and may not reflect current spellings. 

Some names are presented in different type sizes. This was done to accommodate 
the densities of tribal or band names in certain regions and does not reflect in any 
way upon the significance of an individual group. 

The wording in the “Locale” section of each map is copied verbatim from a 
typewritten list, thought to be authored by Edward Curtis, entitled “List of Volumes 
of The North American Indian.” This document is now in the Special Collections 
Department of the University of Washington Libraries, Seattle, Washington. 
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Index of the Nation, Tribe, and Band Names

Name Volume 

Achomawi .........................................................XIII 
Acoma ...............................................................XVI 
Algonquian Tribes ............................................XIX 
Apache ..............................................................I 
Apache-Mohave, or Yavapai ............................II 
Apsaroke ...........................................................IV 
Arapaho ............................................................VI, XIX 
Arikara ..............................................................V 
Assiniboin .........................................................III 
Athapascan Tribes ............................................XIX 
Atsina ................................................................V 
Bella Bella .........................................................X 
Blackfoot ...........................................................XVIII 
Blood .................................................................XVIII 
Brule..................................................................III 
Caddo ................................................................XIX 
Caddoan Tribes ................................................XIX 
Cahuilla .............................................................XV 
Cayuse ...............................................................VIII 
Chehalis ............................................................IX 
Chemehuevi ......................................................XV 
Cherokee ...........................................................XIX 
Cheyenne ..........................................................VI 
Chickasaw .........................................................XIX 
Chimakum ........................................................IX 
Chipewyan ........................................................XVIII 
Clallum..............................................................IX 
Chinook.............................................................VIII 
Chinookian Tribes ............................................VIII 
Chocktaw ..........................................................XIX 
Chukchansi .......................................................XIV 
Clallam ..............................................................IX 
Clayoquot ..........................................................XI 
Cochiti ...............................................................XVI 
Cœur d’Alênes ..................................................VII 
Colvilles.............................................................VII 
Comanche .........................................................XIX 
Comox ...............................................................IX 
Cowichan ..........................................................IX 
Cowlitz ..............................................................IX 
Cree ...................................................................XVIII 
Creeks ...............................................................XIX 
Cupeno ..............................................................XV 
Delawares .........................................................XIX 
Digueno.............................................................XV 
Dwamish ...........................................................IX 

Name Volume 

Eskimo of Cape Prince of Wales ......................XX 
Eskimo of Hooper Bay .....................................XX 
Eskimo of King Island ......................................XX 
Eskimo of Little Diomede Island .....................XX 
Flathead ............................................................VII 
Fox ....................................................................XIX 
Haida ................................................................XI 
Havasupi ...........................................................II 
Hesquiat............................................................XI 
Hidatsa..............................................................IV 
Hopi ..................................................................XII 
Hupa .................................................................XIII 
Hurons ..............................................................XIX 
Illinois Confederacy .........................................XIX 
Indians of Oklahoma ........................................XIX 
Iowa ..................................................................XIX 
Iroquoian Tribes ...............................................XIX 
Isleta .................................................................XVI 
Jemez ................................................................XVI 
Jicarilla .............................................................I 
Kalispel .............................................................VII 
Kansa ................................................................XIX 
Karok ................................................................XIII 
Kato ...................................................................XIV 
Keres .................................................................XVI 
Kickapoo ...........................................................XIX 
Kiowa ................................................................XIX 
Kiowa Apache ...................................................XIX 
Klamath ............................................................XIII 
Klickitat ............................................................VII 
Kobuk ................................................................XX 
Kotzebue Eskimo ..............................................XX 
Kwakiutl ............................................................X 
Kutenai .............................................................VII 
Laguna ..............................................................XVI 
Lakes .................................................................VII 
Lipan Apache ....................................................XIX 
Lower Chehalis .................................................IX 
Luisenos ............................................................XV 
Lummi ..............................................................IX 
Maidu ................................................................XIV 
Makah ...............................................................XI 
Mandan .............................................................V 
Maricopa ...........................................................II 
Methow .............................................................VII 
Missouri ............................................................XIX 



Name Volume 

Miwok ...............................................................XIV 
Modoc ...............................................................XIX 
Mohave .............................................................II 
Mono .................................................................XV 
Nambe...............................................................XVII 
Navaho ..............................................................I 
Nespillim ..........................................................VII 
Nez Perce ..........................................................VIII 
Nisqualli............................................................IX 
Noatak...............................................................XX 
Nooksak ............................................................IX 
Nootka ..............................................................XI 
Northern Assiniboin.........................................XVIII 
Nunivak ............................................................XX 
Okanagan ..........................................................VII 
Omaha ..............................................................XIX 
Osage.................................................................XIX 
Oto ....................................................................XIX 
Ottawa ...............................................................XIX 
Paguate .............................................................XVI 
Papago ..............................................................II 
Paviotso ............................................................XV 
Pawnee ..............................................................XIX 
Pend d’Oreilles .................................................VII 
Piegan ...............................................................VI 
Pima ..................................................................II 
Plateau Shoshoneans .......................................XV 
Pomo .................................................................XIV 
Ponca ................................................................XIX 
Potawatomi .......................................................XIX 
Puget Sound Tribes ..........................................IX 
Puyallup ............................................................IX 
Qahatika............................................................II 
Quapaw .............................................................XIX 
Quilliute ............................................................IX 
Quinault ............................................................IX 
Salishan Tribes of the Coast .............................IX 
Salishan Tribes of the Interior .........................VII 
San Ildefonso ....................................................XVII 
San Juan ...........................................................XVII 
Sanpoel .............................................................VII 
Santa Clara .......................................................XVII 
Santo Domingo .................................................XVII 
Sarsi ..................................................................XVIII 
Sauk ..................................................................XIX 
Seechelt .............................................................IX 
Selawik ..............................................................XX 
Semiahmoo .......................................................IX 
Seminole ...........................................................XIX 
Seneca ...............................................................XIX 

Name Volume 

Shasta................................................................XIII 
Shawnee ............................................................XIX 
Shoalwater Bay .................................................IX 
Sinkiuse ............................................................VII 
Siouan Tribes ....................................................XIX 
Skagit ................................................................IX 
Skokomish ........................................................IX 
Snohomish ........................................................IX 
Snoqualmu........................................................IX 
Sonetch .............................................................IX 
Songish .............................................................IX 
Sooke.................................................................IX 
Southern California Shoshoneans ...................XV 
Southern Cheyenne ..........................................XIX 
Spokan ..............................................................VII 
Squamish ..........................................................IX 
Squaxon ............................................................IX 
Stillaquamish ....................................................IX 
Suquamish ........................................................IX 
Taos ...................................................................XVI 
Teton Sioux .......................................................III 
Tewa ..................................................................XVII 
Tiwa ..................................................................XVI 
Tolowa ..............................................................XIII 
Tonkawa ...........................................................XIX 
Tututni ..............................................................XIII 
Twana ...............................................................IX 
Umatilla ............................................................VIII 
Upper Chehalis .................................................IX 
Wailaki ..............................................................XIV 
Walapai .............................................................II 
Wallawalla ........................................................VIII 
Walpi .................................................................XII 
Washo ...............................................................XV 
Wenatchee ........................................................VII 
Western Woods Cree ........................................XVIII 
Wichita ..............................................................XIX 
Willapa ..............................................................IX 
Wintun ..............................................................XIV 
Wisham .............................................................VIII 
Wiyot .................................................................XIII 
Wyandot ...........................................................XIX 
Yakima ..............................................................VII 
Yanktonai ..........................................................III 
Yokuts ...............................................................XIV 
Yuchi .................................................................XIX 
Yuki ...................................................................XIV 
Yuma .................................................................II 
Yurok.................................................................XIII 
Zuñi ...................................................................XVII 











































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was originally created for the Curtis 
Census, which is now a project of the Curtis Legacy 
Foundation. Please send comments or corrections to 
info@curtiscensus.com.  
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